
Excerpt Analysis





Look over your graphic organizer, and choose 
one of the writing elements to focus on for 
this week. 
You will only do this process once for each 
element (example: this week you might do 
setting, next week you might do bureaucratic, 
etc.), so it would be easiest to choose an 
element for which you already have several 
examples chosen.



Once you’ve chosen a writing element, look 
through the different page numbers you’ve 
written down.

Flip to each of the pages and review each 
one, considering which one you think shows 
the best examples of writing for the element 
you chose. 



Title: 

At the top right, 
write your name. 

On the title line, 
write the 
element you 
chose, and the 
page number(s) 
you are 
analyzing. 

Setting, pg 23-24
Mrs. O’Rourke



Transcribe your chosen page onto a clean 
sheet of paper. 

Make sure to leave room in the 
margins to the left and right for 
annotations, and room at the bottom 
and top as well. If you need to go 
onto the back, do so. The pages you 
choose should be at least one full 
transcribed page from the book, but 
can be up to two.  



Now, for the excerpt analysis annotation:
● Highlight the excerpt for what you thought was a good example of the element you 

chose (Ex: like, what the author showed about gender stereotypes through that 
section). 

○ Explain in the margins in a different pen color how each highlighted part is a good example of the element 
highlighted for, and what you like about the language used by the author. Additionally, explain how these 
highlighted examples of good writing could be used within your own writing and short story. 

● Circle words, phrases, and sentences that you like the language of, regardless of the 
element chosen. 

○ Then, explain in the margins in a different pen color the meaning of the words, ideas of how you could use 
the words or phrases, or what this excerpt does that you could learn from for your own writing and short 
story.

● Think of where the writing could have been made better, and underline.
○ Explain in the margins in a different pen color why, and how you could correct it or why you want to avoid 

certain techniques Collins used when you write. 



Common Errors So Far: 

● Highlighting, circling, and underlining without any explanation in the margins will 
be ignored while grading. Explanation of what you emphasized through symbols 
(highlight, circle, underline) is what makes annotation, annotation. 

● Shallow annotations that only address what the author did, or summarizing, will 
not receive full credit. Make sure you look at the emphasized examples, and think: 

○ Why do I like this (or dislike if underlined)?
○ Why is it good writing (or not good if underlined)?
○ What was the author trying to do?
○ How can I learn from or use this in my own writing? 

● The hardest part about annotation is it is dependent on effort. If you put minimal 
effort into annotation, you won’t get much out of it. If you put more effort into it, 
you will learn from the text more than I can give you. 


